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(Soe JHE book-hunter of an in- 
| ( quiring mind may search 
CERT the Biographical Diction- 

bj aries and Universal Ency- 
ys | iboeities from cover to 
cover and nowhere will he find more than 
a casual reference to the subject of this 
sketch. He enters upon another fruitless 
quest when he turns to the numerous works 
onthe Art of Bookbinding that have been 
compiled within the last quarter of a cen- 
tury by the man’s own countrymen, and 
‘which are presumed to include all the 
bibliopegistic information obtainable up 
-to date; in none of which publications 
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that have come within the writer’s know- 
ledge, does the name of Thomas Gosden 
appear. We looked for it in Austin Dob- 
son’s roll-call of the “booksellers of old 
time,” until we realized the fact that the 
worthies whose names have been rescued 
from oblivion by the muse of the poet-bib- 
liophile belonged to an earlier generation: 


Curl by the Fleet Ditch nymphs caress’d ; 
_ Tonson the Great, the slow to pay; 
Lintot of Folios rubric pressed, 
Osborne that stood in Johnson’s way ; 
Dodsley who sold the Odes of Gray, 
Davis that lives in Churchill's rhyme, 
Miller and Knapton where are they? 3 
Where are the book-shops of old time? 


Gosden was born too late in the eigh- 
teenth century for this companionship, 
but Dr. Dibden might and we think 
should have mentioned him, for the little 
inquiry that we have been able to make 
has led us to'the conclusion that the 
“sporting bookbinder,” as he was known 
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to his friends and neighbors, was a more 
interesting character to the lover of books 
and prints, as well as to those fond of out- 
door life and sports, than many of the 
‘‘busy and prolific race”’ of booksellers 
(as Washington Irving calls them in his 
sketch of Little Britain) to whom the 
author of the Bibliographical Decameron 
devotes so much attention. He appar- 
ently, however, was not so conspicuous a 
figure in his time, and went his quiet way 
without attracting the notice to which, in 
our opinion, he was fairly entitled. 

How entirely unknown to fame he was, 
is shown by the following inquiry pub- 
lished in Notes and Queries,* which, so far 
as we have been able to trace, evoked no 
reply whatever from the readers and cor- 
respondents of this widely circulated and 
long-lived weekly journal. 

«« Gosden, Antiquarian Artist. He 
made neat drawings of a multitude of 


* 6th series, Vol. IV, July-December, 1881, page 
328. 
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London tombs and sepulchral monuments 
not represented elsewhere, and was a con- 
temporary of Harding, who, forty years 
ago, supplied Granger collectors with 
highly colored miniature copies of histor- 
ical portraits which had not been en- 
graved, or of which the engravings had 
become extremely rare. Where can a 
large collection of Gosden’s drawings be 
found, and what is known of the artist’s 
history ? CALCUTTENSIS.” 


In his business card Mr. Gosden de- 
scribed his vocation as that of a book- 
binder, publisher and print-seller. That 
it was a congenial occupation is plainly to 
be seen, for his publications show that he 
was a bibliophile who appreciated fine 
printing and engraving, and (what is 
clearly indicative of bibliomania in an 
acute form) had a penchant for special 
copies printed on vellum, or paper of 
exceptional quality or unusual color for 
printing purposes, such as green and 
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yellow ; while his bookplate and various 
portraits wreathed with sportsmen’s em- 
blems and tokens prove that he was, in 


addition, a true disciple of Izaak Walton 
and an eager and persistent follower of 
the chase. In one of these engravings 
he is seen standing by the brookside, 
equipped with rod, reel and landing-net ; 
in another he is on the point of depar- 
ture for a day’s outing, with gun in hand 
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and his dogs at his heels, one of which, 
presumably, is his celebrated pointer, 
“Doll,” of whom her master was so 
proud and fond that he had her picture 
engraved upon the lid of his snuff-box. 
This engraving, which is entitled “The 
Sportsman,” is after the painting by Ben- 
jamin Marshall, of Newmarket, now in 
the possession of Sir Walter Gilbey at Cam- 
bridge House, Regents Park, London, 
who has also in his library a volume con- 
taining a number of proofs of the engrav- 
ing from it by Maile of London. The 
book also contains an autograph letter 
and portrait of the painter, on the top of 
which is written in pencil, “The Sports- 
man in ten different states,—unique, Time 
alone will prove the worth of this 
volume. T. Gosden.” In it are inserted 
also an autograph letter from Clarkson 
Stanfield, written to Gosden from the 
Convent of the Great St. Bernard in 1824, 
one from J. Shepherd, the Lord Chief 


Baron of Scotland, and Gosden’s engraved 
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card and book-plate, all of which ren- 
ders it a very interesting piece of Gosden- 
lana. 

This painting by Marshall was engraved 
by at least three different hands, namely, 
in line by John Scott (the engraver of 
the buttons),in mezzotint by W. Giller, 
and in aquatint (?) by Maile of London, 
all noted wielders of the burin. ‘These 
engravings all differ in size, the one by 
Maile being the largest, 6% x8%% inches. 
The Giller measures 44% x5 %4. The Scott 
234 x 334 without the 34 inch border of 
ruled horizontal lines with which it is 
sometimes surrounded. This engraving 
is by far the most common of all—the 
other two might be described as quite 
scarce, if not rare, prints. All three were 
offered for sale by Gosden, and are the 
first items that appear upon his catalogue 
issued in 1825. 

We have succeeded in obtaining a copy 
of the etching (first state), and also an early 
and brilliant impression, from the plate by 
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Maile, in what we presume to be its finished 
state (two only of the ten different states 
of this engraving in the possession of Sir 
Walter Gilbey), and have selected it for 
our frontispiece as a fine example of this 
beautiful manner of engraving. Our re- 
production is necessarily so much reduced 
in size that it is difficult to decipher the 
pheasant engraved on the button of the 
coat pocket, which, in the original, is 
plainly discernible. | 
Still another “counterfeit presentment” 
of Thomas Gosden* is one described as an 
emblematic plate with medallion portrait, 
* About thirty years ago, an Englishman named 
Auguste Barry—a marble cutter by profession—emi- 
grated to this country with the intention, we presume, 
of continuing to work at his trade, but the constant 
stooping attitude it required and the dust from the 
marble developed incipient consumption, and obliged 
him to abandon the occupation. Being a lover of 
prints, he haunted the old print shops of New York; 
finally turned his attention to etching, and copied 
fairly well many rare prints for second-hand print 


dealers. One of these was this medallion portrait 


of Gosden, engraved by Scott, which Barry labelled 
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which sometimes has been made to pass 
asa portrait of William Pickering. It is 
a bust in profile in a medallion suspended 
upon the side of a pedestal which is sur- 
rounded with figures of dead game and 
the accoutrements of the huntsman and 
angler—signed “ J.Scott, Fecit.”’ In all of 
these engravings, except the last named, 
Gosden wears the conventional high beaver 
hat which our British cousins appear to con- 
sider de rigueur upon any and every occa- 
‘sion in town or country. 

The first mentioned of these portraits, 
Gosden had engraved, also, by Scott, after 
a painting by A. Cooper, R. A., as a fron- 
Wm. Pickering, upon the assurance given him by a 
New York print dealer that the original was a private 
plate executed by the skillful line engraver Worth- 
ington as a thank-offering to the publisher who had 
furnished him with such favorable opportunities for 
the exercise of his talents. In consequence the orig- 
inal engraving as well as this etched copy by Barry 
have been used by “extra illustrators” as a portrait 
of the self-styled English disciple of the great Aldus 


Manutius. One of these copies signed A. B. may be 
seen at the rooms of The Grolier Club. 
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tispiece to a book entitled The Angier, 
which was published as an original poem 
in ten cantos. It proved to be an arrant 
fraud, devised and perpetrated by one 
Thomas Pike Lathey (novelist) whose 
title to remembrance appears to rest en- 
tirely upon this clever but unprincipled 
performance, for the notice in the Dic- 
tionary of National Biography, which we 
transcribe below, has little besides an 
account of this plagiarism to record con- 
cerning him and his achievements. 

“In 1819,” says the author of the arti- 
cle inthe Dictionary of National Biography, 
“‘Lathey perpetrated a successful. plagia- 
ristic fraud. At the time a kind of mania 
was prevalent among book buyers for 
angling literature. Lathey accordingly 
called upon Gosden, the well-known book- 
binder and publisher, with what he al- 
leged to be an original poem on angling. 
Gosden purchased the manuscript for 
thirty pounds and had it published as The 


Angler, a poem in ten cantos, with notes, 
16 


Sportsman and Biblhopole 
etc., by Piscator (T. P. Lathey, Esq.), with 


a whole length portrait of himself, armed 
with a fishing rod and landing net, lean- 
ing sentimentally against a votive altar 
dedicated to the names of Walton and 
Cotton. After a number of copies were 
printed on royal paper, and one on vellum 
at a cost of ten pounds [for the vellum 
only |, it was discovered that the poem was 
copied almost zz toto from The Angler, eight 
dialogues in verse, London, 1758, 12mo 
(reprinted in Ruddiman’s Scarce, Curious 
and Valuable Pieces, Edinburgh, 1773), by 
Dr. Thomas Scott, of Ipswich. The fraud 
was pointed out by Scott’s great-nephew, 
the possessor of the original manuscript in 
autograph, in the Gentleman’s Magazine 
(1819, Part II, page 407).” 

The stamped binding in claret-colored 
straight-grained morocco, which is repro- 
duced on page 37, is upon a copy of this 
temporarily successful attempt at “literary 
appropriation.” There is nothing in its 
pages from beginning to end that affords 
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the slightest indication that either Gosden 
or Lathey had any connection with the 
book. : 

As the writer in the Dictionary of 
National Bugraphy states, angling litera- 
ture at this time was much in vogue in 
England, and we may add also in this 
country. In a single issue of a magazine 
of the period, a portion of which was de- 
voted to the “Sporting world,” we find 
editorial notices of four important publi- 
cations of this character about to appear, 
as follows: 

“The edition of Walton and Cotton’s 
Complete Angler, by Mr. Major, is in great 
forwardness, and will appear early in the 
spring. ‘The embellishments will be of a 
very splendid description, as they will be 
engraved by the best artists, and the fish 
are all painted from life by A. Cooper, 
Esq., R. A.” 

«Mr. Bagster has alsoa unique edition 
of Walton and Cotton in the press, which 
will be published shortly.” 
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“‘ Speedily will be published a reprint 
of fifty copies only of Dame Juliana 
Barnes’s Treatyze of Fysshynge with an 
Angle, with an introductory Preface and 
Glossarial Index by Joseph Haslewood, 
Esq., in one volume, octavo, on fine draw- 
ing paper, with fac-simile wood cuts, &c.”’ 

‘‘The lovers of angling will also be 
gratified to hear that the Bibhographical 
Catalogue of Angling Books, accompanied 
with fac-simile wood cuts, &c., is in great 
forwardness. It comprises an account of 
every book of merit published on this 
amusing sport, including copious extracts 
from the more rare and curious volumes.”’ 


Unlike most London tradesmen who 
cling tenaciously generation after genera- 
tion to the self-same street and number, 
Gosden, either from necessity or from 
choice, was somewhat of a wanderer, for 
there are at least three different localities 
in which he carried on his business of 


book- and print-selling: No. (?) Piccadilly, 
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18 Bedford Street, Covent Garden, and 
107 St. Martin’s Lane, Charing Cross. 
Wherever for the time being his “ Sports- 
man’s Repository,” as he named _ his 
shop, opened its doors, it must have been 
a favorite place of resort for those who 
to a love of forest and stream added a 
fondness for books. No bibliophile, 
Nimrod, or Waltonian, of London town, 
could pass heedlessly by a shop window 
in which were displayed such attractive 
literary and artistic wares as these we 
select at random from a catalogue issued 
by Gosden in 1825: 

“‘ ENGRAVINGS, printed in black and 
white and also in colors. 

“The “fovial Fox-Hunters, engraved by 
Lupton from a picture by Luke Clennell. 

“< The Brush or Fox-Hunters’ Return, en- 
graved by Giller from a picture by A. 
Cooper, R. A. | 

“<Seffrey Earth Stopper to the Berkley Hunt, 
engraved by Giller from a _ picture by 
Bristow. 
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“Books. The Life of Izaak Walton, by 
Dr. Zouch, including Notices of his 
Contemporaries, highly embellished with 
20 beautiful engravings, first impressions 
on India paper, superbly bound. 

“‘ The Angler's Progress, Whitney's Pleas- 
ures of Angling, Barker's Delight, The 
Suffolk Sportsman, Essay on Hunting, all in 
various elegant and appropriate bindings. 

“SuNDRIES. The Walton and Cotton 
Medal, struck in silver, in Morocco case. 
The Anglers Snuff-Box, containing the 
head of Walton in bas-relief. The Anglers’ 
Buttons for a Fishing “facket, struck in 
bronze. The Sportsman’s Buttons, containing 
the following subjects struck in bas-relief : 
The Fox, Fox Hound, Stag, Hare, Part- 
ridge, Grouse, Pheasant, Pointer, Setter, 
Grey-Hound, Mallard, Woodcock, Head 
of a Fox, Brush, Scut, Hunting Horn, 
Powder Flask. The above in silver for 
hunting frocks; price four pounds ster- 
ling. In bronze for shooting jacket, one 
pound.” 
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Surely there was quite enough in this 
‘«‘ window dressing ’’ of Thomas Gosden’s 
shop to warm the cockles of the hearts of 
the book-lovers and sportsmen of those 
earlier years of the nineteenth century. 

That rare old London magazine, The 
Annals of Sporting, in a highly eulogistic 
notice of a little volume illustrated with 
impressions from a set of engraved silver 
buttons in the possession of Mr. T. 
Gosden, furnishes the following account 
of their accidental origin: 


MR. GOSDEN’S BUTTONS 


Illustrations of Field Sports Exhibited in 
Impressions of a Series of ANIMALS, 
pirps, &c., from a Set of Silver 
Buttons (in the Possession of Mr. 
Gosden), drawn by A. Cooper, 
Esq., R. A., and engraved 
by Mr. John Scott. 


«We should, indeed, have a high mis- 
demeanour to answer for at the tribunal 


of Sport, and of the Fine Arts, did we 
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omit to notice this unique little volume. 
It is, at once, a beautiful specimen of 
unrivalled English art, and an honourable 
example of English patronage. Mr. 
Cooper’s fame as a painter is too well 
known to need any blazoning in our 
pages; the fine touches displayed in Mr. 
Scott’s engravings of animals have never 
yet been equalled, and, though excellence 
begets excellence, some time will prob- 
ably elapse before we find his parallel in 
this department of art. 

‘The silver buttons, from which the 
beautiful impressions that ornament this 
sporting bijou have been made, belong to 
Mr. Gosden’s shooting jacket, and their 
origin is no less extraordinary than their 
intrinsic merit as works of art. Some 
time since, Mr. John Scott happened to 
pass an evening with Mr. Gosden, and, 
while conning over the news of the day, 
Mr. G. discovered some ‘ Sporting Intel- 
ligence from St. Helena,’ which he 
thought sufficiently curious to read aloud 
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to his companion. Bonaparte, it seems, 
had turned sportsman, and was accus- 
tomed to wear a jacket ornamented with 
silver buttons, on which the different 
subjects of the chase were represented. 
Mr. Scott, who was astonished to hear of 
the existence of an artist in his own 
peculiar style, instantly said to his com- 
panion: ‘Gosden, if you will be at the 
expense of a set of silver buttons for your 
shooting jacket, I will engrave them, and 
I will stake ten times their value that > 
they shall beat the great Emperor’s but- 
tons, or those of any other person in the 
world, as perfect representations of the 
various animals of the chase.’ The offer 
was accepted, the buttons made and en- 
graved—and how well the prophecy has 
been fulfilled every one may judge from 
an inspection of the charming little pub- 
lication of which we have given the title 
above. 

“We have not certainly been favored 
with a view of the late Emperor’s buttons, 
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but we think if we may judge of Mr, 

v Gosden’s from the impressions of Mr. 
. Scott, nothing can exceed the beauty, the. 
delicacy, the truth and the nature dis- 
played throughout the whole of these 
ae exquisite gems. At the foot of each en- 
graving there is a very neat and accurate 
description of the qualities, manners and 
habits of the animal—and all these at- 
tractions, gentle reader, for the moderate 
charge of five shillings! Why, the orna~ 
mental title page (see page 60) alese is 
Worth all the money—we he yer saw any 
thing more tasteful or approprivte.” 
Two copies of this book were 

on green paper: One, Gorden 
copy with his book-plate amd ‘orem mr 
him in calf, emblematica!iy coded te a 
style similar to the one here shown, was 
_< gold at Sotheby’s in the Y 4 tm, 4 cober 
a f 28, 1902, for cleven yeandse Gera shil- 

ae Cr ff 

: These buttons, with (24 @-eption of 
oe Horn and Flask, are ge -he property 
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but we think if we may judge of Mr. 


: Gosden’s from the impressions of Mr. 
Scott, nothing can exceed the beauty, the 
delicacy, the truth and the nature dis- 
played throughout the whole of these 
exquisite gems. At the foot of each en- 
graving there is a very neat and accurate 
description of the qualities, manners and 
habits of the animal—and all these at- 
tractions, gentle reader, for the moderate 
charge of jive shillings! Why, the orna- 
mental title page (see page 60) alone is 
worth all the money—we never saw any- 
thing more tasteful or appropriate.” 

Two copies of this book were printed 
on green paper. One, Gosden’s own 
copy with his book-plate and bound by 
him in calf, emblematically tooled in a 
style similar to the one here shown, was 
sold at Sotheby’s in the Ellis sale, October 
28, 1902, for eleven pounds fifteen shil- 
lings. 

These buttons, with the exception of 
the Horn and Flask, are now the property 
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of Sir Walter Gilbey, Bart, of Elsenham 
Hall, Elsenham, Essex and Cambridge | 
House, London. Fortunately we are 
able to reproduce impressions from the 
entire set of 16 buttons (12 for the hunt- 
ing frock, about the size of a shilling, 
and 4 for the waistcoat, about the size of 
a sixpence) which are undoubtedly proofs 
of the engravings, taken before they were 
used for the book, to which reference is 
made in the preceding paragraph. In 
this thin little volume, published in 1821, 
the engravings are printed within orna- 
mental borders on one side of the paper 
only, with descriptions taken from Be- 
wick and Daniel. The book frequently 
occurs for sale, more or less elaborately 
bound, and also in boards as published. 
«‘ Beautiful as are the engravings of them 
in the book, I do not think,” writes Sir 
Walter Gilbey’s secretary, “they are so 
good as the buttons themselves.” 

Of the set of angler’s buttons in bas- 
relief, offered for sale by Gosden, three 
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only have fallen into our hands, acquired 
from Gosden’s grandson through Messrs. 
Robson & Co., of London, and with them 
came Gosden’s own bait box, a very neat 
angler’s accoutrement in dark green lac- 
quered tin, the cover ornamented with a 
transfer of a colored impression of the en- 
graving after his picture by Marshall. 
These buttons in bas-relief formed part 
of the stock of the “Sportsman’s Reposi- 
tory,” but like most of the books, prints, 
medals, etc., advertised in Gosden’s little 
catalogue, published in 1825, they have 
unaccountably disappeared almost entirely 
from the marts of trade. Originally they 
were sold only by T. Gosden, 18 Bedford 
Street, Covent Garden, as he is careful to 
notify the public by means of a stamped 
inscription on the back of each button. | 


We have a strong suspicion that Gos- 
den was mostly a bookbinder by proxy, 
but we are constrained to believe that he 
did bind some books with his own hands, 
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for he tells us so in so many words, and 
he undoubtedly furnished the designs for 
most, if not all, of the bindings ascribed 
to him, and had them executed under his: 
direct supervision. Consequently, in his 
specialty of bindings on angling and 
sporting books, there is an originality of 
design that is lacking in the few em- 
blematical book-coverings attempted by 
his contemporaries, Kalthceber, Walther, 
Hering, or even that “true disciple of 
the school of Roger Payne,” as Dr. Dib- 
din styles him, Charles Lewis, whose 
names have been handed down to us as 
the foremost exponents of their art, at this 
period in English history. At all events, 
the ‘“curious-stamped”’ bindings with 
which the “Sportsman’s Repository ”’ 
supplied its customers were, we know, 
highly enough esteemed to be collected 
by such well-known bibliophiles as Fred- 
erick Perkins and the Earl of Gosford. 
One of the Gosden bindings in the 
writer’s possession came from the library 
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of the Earl, and has a note on the fly-leaf 
in his very neat chirography, while an- 
other contains the armorial bookplate of 
the first named collector. The ex-libris 
of either of these gentlemen in a book is 
a sufficient guarantee of its interest and 
value, as every English-speaking biblio- 
phile knows full well. 

The binding to which the signature 
<’'T., Gosden”’ is attached, that we most 
frequently encounter upon our biblio- 
maniacal tours, is the one shown at page 
37, which has a portrait of Izaak Wal- 
ton stamped in the center of the upper 
and one of Charles Cotton on the re- 
verse cover. Above the effigies of these 
anglers of world-wide reputation are cuts 
of fish and fishermen’s outfits, below, 
miniature scenes taken from Walton and 
Cotton’s Complete Angler, all blind-stamped 
in the leather, in what is known among 
bookbinders as the “antique” style.* 


*Impressed with tools or stamps without being 


gilded. 
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The backs, to use another technical 
expression, are partly ‘‘gilt-tooled”’ and 
partly stamped both with and without the 
use of gold leaf. This particular design 
appears so frequently upon bindings attrib- 
uted to Gosden that we are obliged to 
regard it as an edition and commercial 
binding. It has not, however, the stereo- 
typed and commonplace appearance that 
this characterization would naturally sug- 
gest, and is quite as satisfactory a book-cover 
decoration as many a one entirely tooled 
by hand. A binding of this description 
is not to be despised by the bibliophile, 
provided the brass plate employed in its 
construction is artistically designed, 
sharply cut and skillfully applied to the 
surface of the leather. The design is, 
however, generally executed in bas-relief 
and is consequently liable, through wear 
and abrasion, to lose in a few years of 
even careful use the sharpness of its out- 
lines. In a binding tooled by hand, the 


reverse is the case, the lines, circles, dots 
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and other small designs that, in combina- 
tion, form the pattern, are incised, and, if 
“triple gilt,’ as is the practice of the 
best Parisian binders with their finest 
work, it becomes more beautiful and rich 
in tone under the mellowing touch of 
time, as does a Flemish or Beauvais 
tapestry or any other truly artistic work 
of human hands, for the passing years 
blend the colors on the painter’s canvas 
in a manner all their own, cover the 
sculptor’s stone and marble with soft, 
warm tints that no artificial means can 
produce, and give to metallic surfaces a 
patina that no alchemy is able to counter- 
feit. Like good wine, true art in all its 
manifold forms improves with age, up to 
a certain point. 

A step higher in Bibliopegy than these 
stamped Gosden bindings, are those with 
small piscatorial and other emblematical 
designs worked in the corners, the cen- 
ters of the sides and on the backs of the 
books, with the addition of a little hand- 
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tooling to complete the decoration. The 
last to be noticed, and the rarest of the 
bindings for which Gosden takes to him- 
self the credit, are the ones entirely tooled 
by hand, and which occasionally have for 
a finishing touch the picture fore-edge 
frequently ascribed to “ Edwards of Hal- 
ifax,” the reviver—it is claimed—of this 
method of beautifying the edges of a book. 
The example we reproduce is thus deco- 
rated with a sporting scene in which Gos- 
den himself is probably represented, ac- 
companied by his famous four-footed 
friend. The tooling on this binding has 
a marked resemblance to the work of 
Roger Payne, but it could not have come 
from the hand of that noted bookbinder, 
for he was dead and buried fourteen years 
before the book was printed. We are in- 
clined to believe it to be a binding by 
Charles Lewis in the style of Roger Payne. 

One binding for which Gosden is made 
sponsor and held responsible, must be 


pronounced a libel upon bibliopegy. The 
, Mi 
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book is enclosed in boards a quarter of an 
inch thick, bevelled at the edges, and en- 
crusted with heavy bronze medals of Wal- 
ton and Cotton. This uncouth piece of 
workmanship might have been the sour 
de force of a village cobbler with the aid 
of his muscular neighbor the blacksmith. 
Its durability, which is undeniable, is all 
that can be urged inits defense. A horse 
and cart might be driven over it with im- 
punity, as was once remarked in commen- 
dation of a certain other bookbinder’s 
productions, but most book fanciers, we 
imagine, will regard this qualification as 
immaterial, as did the bibliophile whose 
common sense answer to it was, that he did 
not care to make a causeway of his library. 

Another fantastic binding by Gosden, 
which is made to serve the double purpose 
of a book-cover and a reliquary, and which 
in the nature of things accomplishes 
neither object satisfactorily, is described in 
Westwood & Satchell’s Brbhotheca Pisca- 
toria, page 224. 
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“The Complete Angler. . . London, Sam- 
uel Bagster, 1808. 

«« |. . The edition was printed in three 
sizes; demy octavo, royal octavo and 
quarto, which last were published at five 
guineas. These are rare, the greater part 
having perished in the fire at Bagster’s 
warehouse, with the stock of this impres- 
sion. At Higg’s sale, a copy illustrated 
with above 270 prints and drawings from 
rare portraits, proof impressions of plates 
of fish, &c., sold for sixty-three pounds. 
It was bound by Gosden, and the bands 
of the book [were] made of wood from 
the door of Cotton’s fishing house, taken 
off near the lock, where it is supposed, 
Izaak’s hand must have touched it.”’ 

Gosden appears to have been a binder, 
principally, if not altogether, of angling 
and sporting books, and to have exercised 
his bibliopegic talents within a very nar- 
row range even in this, his chosen field, for 
over and over again he bound copies of 
the same book. Two copies of the Songs 
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of the Chace, in addition to the one repro- 
duced at page 45, are known to the writer. 
They all have on the sides, for a center- 
piece, the figure of a woman walking, 
with two serpents entwined about her neck 
and arms, and attended by a crowing cock, 
evidently meant to personify Hygeia, the 
goddess of health, daughter of Esculapius. 
Otherwise the decorations upon these bind- 
ings are entirely different, and manifest a 
commendable disposition to give to them 
the spice of variety. 

It remains for us to refer to Thomas 
Gosden as a publisher of fine and costly 
books. The volume by which he is best 
known in this connection, is the reprint of 
the Life of Izaak Walton, by Dr. Zouch, 
Prebendary of Durham, to which Gosden 
himself presumably wrote the short pre- 
face or “advertisement” as he calls it. 
This book was published in at least three 
sizes, beginning with a royal quarto and 
ending with a small 12mo. In paper, 
presswork and graphic illustration the 
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royal quarto edition of this publication is 
as fair a piece of bookmaking as even 
William Pickering, Gosden’s renowned 
contemporary, could have desired or pro- 
duced with all the typographical and icono- 
graphic resources at his command. ‘The 
numerous steel line-engravings with which 
it is illustrated, equal any examples of their 
kind and period that exist, a period it is 
to be remembered, in which the art of 
engraving in line on steel, reached, in 
Great Britain, its highest point of perfec- 
tion. 

Thomas Gosden was born in 1780 and 
died in 1840. He might be considered 
an egotistical sort of person in some re- 
spects, if we may judge from his numerous 
and well-engraved portraits, and his evi- 
dent desire to advertise himself as widely 
as possible as a print dealer and the pro- 
prietor of ‘The Sportsman’s Repository,” 
but onthe other hand we find that in the 
role of a book publisher he at times took 
particular pains to avoid publicity. In 


48 


Sportsman and Bibliopole 


the ninth Hawkins edition of Walton’s 
Angler,* published at his expense, his 
name is conspicuous by its absence, except 
upon the plates, which (re-engraved) were 
also used to illustrate Zouch’s Life of Wal- 
ton, and even in this, the most important 
of his book ventures, he signs the “ ad- 
vertisement”’ with the initials T. G., and 
nothing more. His unfortunate experi- 
ence with Mr. Thomas Lathey may have 
made him wary about placing his name 
upon a title-page. 

To his other pastimes and pursuits, Gos- 

*“The complete angler or contemplative man’s 
recreation, being a discourse on rivers, fish-ponds and 
fishing in two parts . . . With the lives of the 
authors and notes, historical, critical and explanatory. 
By Sir John Hawkins, Knt., London; printed for 
James Smith, 163 Strand, 1822. 8°. 

(Collation: frontispiece, pp. lx, 383; 15 plates. 
The plates have been re-engraved. They were 1s- 
sued also separately, and were used to illustrate 
Zouch’s Life of Walton, 1823. Some copies have 
portrait only and no plates. This edition was pro- 
duced at the cost of Gosden, the sporting bookbinder. 
It retains the biographies and notes of Hawkins 
and has no innovation, save a fresh preface.)”’ 

—Westwood & Satchell’s Bibliotheca Piscatorta, 
p. 226, 
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den added, we are told, that of an engraver, 
and essayed the practice of this art—if the 
illustrations * we reproduce are really his 
own unaided productions—in both line 
and aquatint. They display, however, so 
much more artistic ability than do his 
crude attempts at water-color painting, 
that we are inclined to be a little skeptic- _ 
al in the matter, notwithstanding the fact 
that the inscriptions upon them, ascribing 
them to him, are supposed to be in the 
handwriting of George Augustus Sala, to 
whom they once belonged. 

As noted by the writer in Notes and 
Queries, Gosden’s meager talents as an 
aquarellist were devoted to the depiction 
of the tomb-stones and mural monuments 
of noted literary characters, and it was, 
perhaps, in the course of one of these ram- 
bles among “ crossbones, scythes and hour- _ 
glasses’ that he came to his own sudden 


*Copied from engravings at one time in possession 
of the late George Augustus Sala, the noted English 
newspaper correspondent, author, lecturer and friend 


of Thackeray. (Born December 8, 1828.) 
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demise in Panyer-Alley,* falling down 
dead against the “Monument” which was 
put up against the east wall of this passage 
between Newgate Street and Paternoster 
Row to mark the highest ground in the 
_ City of London. + This tablet repre- 
gents a boy with a bunch of grapes sitting 
upon a pannier, or baker’s basket, upon a 
pedestal, all of stone, the latter inscribed : 


“ When p" have sought the Citty Round | 
Pet still this is the highs ground.” 
August the 27, 1688. 


- More than likels, however, Gosden was 
proceeding about his daily business and 
wending his way towards the book-shops 
and the publishing houses, such as those 
of the Rivingtons and Longmans, with 
which, since the days of good Queen 


* Panyer-Alley con jectured to have been named 
from its having been the standing of bakers with their 
paniers, when bread was only sold in markets and not 
in shops or houses.”—Timbs’ Curiosities of London, 
page 668. | 

t Hone! 3 siaeais bin Book, Vol. 11, page 1134. 
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Anne, Paternoster Row has been lined. 
He was buried in St. Clement’s, Danes, 
Strand. His library when sold at auction, 
realized eight hundred pounds sterling, a 
respectable amount for those days of 
moderate prices for fine and rare books 
and prints. A number of Gosden’s bindings, ~ 
he himself believed, found their way to 
this country during his lifetime, and in 
the past few years more of them have 
crossed the Atlantic, many of which con- 
tain his bookplate, and they are, in all 
probability, a portion of the books that 
were dispersed at this sale. 

In searching for the foregoing refer- 
ence to the Monument in Panyer-Alley 
in Hone’s Every Day Book (Vol. II), the 
writer, on page 1314, stumbled upon a 
notice of what purports to be the earli- 
est advertisement of Walton’s Complete 
Angler. It appeared on the back of the 
dedication leaf to Hemeroscopeion, Anni 
fErae Christianae, 1654, one of Captain 
Wharton’s almanacs, as William Lilly 
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calls them in his Lzfe and Times, and 


reads as follows: 

“There is published a Booke of Eigh- 
teen pence price, called The Contemplative 
Man’s Recreation: being a Discourse of 
Fish and Fishing. Not unworthy the 
perusall. Sold by Richard Marriot in S. 
Dunstan’s Church-yard, Fleet street.”’ 

No doubt the old astrologer, Lilly, pos- 
sessed himself forthwith of a copy of this 
little eighteen penny “booke,” for he 
tells us pointedly that he “ever delighted 
in angling.’ His proficiency in the “Black 
Art’ did not, however, enable him to 
foretell the remarkable value that this first 
edition of Walton’s Duscourse on Rivers, 
Fish Ponds, Fish and Fishing, was des- 
tined to attain in the course of time, or 
if it did he neglected to record the pro- 
phecy. 


Mr. Gosden is said to have numbered 
the artist, Turner, among his friends. 
Possibly it was he Turner who is meant, 


57 


An English XIX Century 


for the great landscape artist was fond 
of angling, and his and Gosden’s paths 
through the green fields and by the brook- 
side may have crossed each other, but we 
are inclined to believe that the man 
whose friendship Gosden enjoyed was F. 
C. Turner who painted and presented 
to Gosden, May 1836, the very quaint 
but crude oil sketch, on cardboard, of Lea 
Bridge Fishery, that was lately brought 
to our notice. A painting in a different 
medium, but about in the same class as 
Gosden’s own art productions—that is to 
say, at the very foot of the ladder. 

The booksellers of old time for whom 
Mr. Austin Dobson so pathetically in- 
quires were—so far as his graceful lines 
afford any indication—men who devoted 
their time and attention principally, if not 
altogether, to trade and barter. Gosden 
certainly was not a man of this mold. 
His business affairs appear to have been 
to him matters of quite secondary impor- 
tance, for as Sir Walter Gilbey’s secretary, 
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Mr. Arthur E. Cass, writes to Messrs. 
Robson & Co., of London: ‘So keen 
was he on sports that he neglected his 
business and became a bankrupt. Never- 
theless he was esteemed a most honorable 
man with high moral qualities, and it is 
said his inconsideration and urbanity ex- 
posed him to become a prey to the vil- 
lainy of others.” Of this vulnerable trait 
in his character the Lathey forgery is a 
notable exemplification. 

In Gosden’s time as well as in our own 
a man’s contemporaries were prone to 
measure his success in life largely by the 
money standard, and no doubt Gosden’s 
failure in business accounts for much of 
the obscurity that settled upon his name. 
We may wish, for his own sake, that he 
had been a more diligent and prosperous 
tradesman and less of a sporting character, 
but that he was a born lover of books 
and a true disciple of the “common 
father of all anglers ” appears to be beyond 
dispute, and therefore we incline to look 
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indulgently upon his shortcomings and 
failures in other and more practical direc- 
tions. ‘To those who, like him, find the 
siren voices of the woods and streams so 
sweet and irresistible, and share with him 
a perhaps over-fondness for the gentle art 
of angling or the healthful, exhilarating 
sports of the field, this monograph upon 
Thomas Gosden may not come altogether 
amiss, or be entirely unwelcome. 
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A CATALOGUE 


OF 


ENGRAVINGS AND BOOKS 


ON 


ANGLING 


AND 


FIELD SPORTS, 


ON SALE 


BY T. GOSDEN, 
AT 
THE SPORTSMAN’S REPOSITORY, 
18, BEDFORD STREET, 
Cobent Garden. 
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LONDON: 


PRINTED BY J. Se HODSON, CROSS STRERT, 
HATTON GARDEN, 


1825. 


SPORTSMAN’S REPOSITORY, 


18, Bedford Street, Covent Garden. 


THE FOLLOWING ENGRAVINGS 
Are published by T. GospEn, as above; 


And may be had of all Book and Printsellers in Town 
and Country. 
Proofs. Prints. 
sd. s. ad. 
The Sportsman, engraved by Maile, froma 


picture by Marshall, of Newmarket -~ 7650 
Ditto, engraved by Giller - - 3626 
Ditto, engraved by Scott - 3 0 2 6 
The Jovial Fox-Hunters, engraved by 

Lupton, from a picture by Luke Clenneli 10 6 7 6 
Ditto, engraved by Cooke - - 502 6 


Sportsman and Gamekeeper, engraved by 
Giller, from a oe by bagasse of 
Windsor - 5 

Sportsmen Refreshing, by ditto - 5 

Woodcock Shooting, from a Drawing by 
Howitt, and engraved by Webbe and Maile 6 

The Juvenile Cricketer, engraved by Giller, 
from a picture by Wright and Roberts - 5& 

The Sportsman’s Buttons, engraved by Scott, 
from Drawings by A. Cooper, R.A. - 10 

- Fac Simile of Ditto, engraved by Hilliard - 4 

The Fox’s Head, engraved by Giller, from a 
painting by A. Cooper, R.A. = - 10 

Ditto, engraved by Scott - - 3 

Ditto, engraved by Giller - 3 

Francis Buckle, the celebrated Newmarket 
Jockey, from a picture by A. Cooper,R.A. 2 

Thomas Goodison, ditto ditto - 2 

Bust and Sporting Trophies, Homan and 
engraved by Scott - 7 

The Favourite Pony, engraved ‘by Giller, 
from a picture by A.Cooper,R. A. - 7 

The Brush, or Fox-Hunter’s Return, en- 
graved by Giller, from a pee by A. 
Cuoper, R. A: - ~ 7 6 5 
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4 Engravings, &c. published by T. Gosden. 


Proofs. Prints. 


sod. s. d. 
The Stag’s Head, engraved by Giller, from a ? 
picture by A. Cooper, R.A. - 403 0 
Jeffrey, Earth Stopper to the Berkley Huai, 
engraved by Giller from a “spin ! 
Bristow - 7 65 0 
The Poacher, engraved by ‘Hilliard, = a 
drawing by Wright - 262 0 
Doll, a celebrated Pointer - - 161 0 
Instruction, engraved by Maile = 1641 ‘oO 


First of September, (written by John Emery, 
Comedian,) a sinea Fit mong | set to ene 


by Davy 1 6 
Park Scene with Deer, drawn aad etched by 
Roberts, of Bayswater - 2 


The whole of the above are also to be had in Colours. 
Likewise the following. 


In Contours. s. d. 
Dead Game, from a picture by Bristow - 12 0 
Pheasants, from a picture by Elmer - 10 0 
Woodcocks, from Ditto - 2 10 0 
Covey of Partridges, from Ditto 10 0 
Deer. riphtes from a sala thie’ by S. Gilpin, 

R. A. = 5 0 
Fox Hound and Whelps, from Ditto - 5 0 
Brood Mare and Foal, from Ditto - 5 0 
Race Horse at Newmarket, from A. Cooper, 

R. A. - - - - 5 0 
The Race Horse at Smithfield, from Ditto - 5 0 
The Racer, or Ruv-in, from Ditto - 5 0 
The Rose in June, from a drawing by Wright 7 0 
The Fox Cub’s Head, from a ncn by 

. S. Gilpin, R. A. - 3s 0 
Betting at a Race b oskehe froma picture by 

Clennell 10 0 
Jockey ready for Mounting = 3 0 
The Fox Chace, from a Aes h 4 by A. 

Cooper, R. A. 3 0 
Crossing the Flat at Newmar ket - - 3 0 
Winning Easy | a 
The Fox, froma drawing by A. Coaper, R. A. 3 0 


Engravings, &c. published by T. Gosden. ° 
A . &. ° 
The Match, or contending forthe Cup _- 10 6 
Greyhounds Running, from a eign by 
S. Gilpin, R. A. - 5 0 
The Dead Hare, from a picture by A. 
Cooper, R.A. - 5 0 
Greyhound laying down, by ‘S. Ciipin, R. A. 3 0 
Ascot Heath Races from Hunt’s Booth = - 1 0 0 
The Juvenile Cricketer - - - 7 6 
Hunters Going out - - - 5 0 
The Cigar - = - 5 0 
Jeffrey, the Earth Stopper - - 10 6 


To the Illustrators of Walton and Cotton’s ComMPLETE 
ANGLFR, the following Plates are particularly worthy 
of notice in illustrating that pleasing work. 


Proofs. Prints. 


8. Ss. d. 
Portrait of Izaak Walton eo 


Ditto of Charles Cotton - 
Walton’s house in Fleet Street - 
Beresford Hall, the seat of Charles Cotton 
St. Alban’s Abbey - 

Madely Manor, the seat of John Offiey 
Izaak Walton’s Tombstone 

Walton’s Son’s Tombstone - 
Hawkins’s Tombstone and his Wife 
Mrs. Walton’s Tombstone 

Tottenham Cross - - 
Bleak Hall - 
Cotton’s Fishing House 
Dove Dale a 
Minnow Fishing 

The Troller 

Fly fishing for Trout = - - 
Ditto for Salmon 2 - 
Dibbing for Chub - 
Daping for Trout > » 
Barbel Fishing - - 
Perch Fishing ca he - 
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s. da. s. d. 
Group of Fish, Trout, &c. - - 2 62.0 
Eighteen ditto, various, for Head-pieces 40 3 0 
Fac simile, Title-page to Walton’s Ist edition 2 6 2 0 
Ditto ditto to Venable’s Angler - - 2620 
Walton and Cotton’s Fac-simile, Hand-writings 2 6 2 0 
Morley, Bishop of Winchester - - 2620 
Bishop Sanderson - - - 2620 
Alexander Nowel - - - 262 0 
Sir Henry Wotton - - - 2620 
Nicholas Laniere - - - 2620 
Aldrovandus '2 6 2 0 


Engraved Title-pages | for Walton and 
Cotton’s Angler Ilustrated, each - 262 0% 


The Engraving of a Distant View of Berresford Hall from 
Stanfield’s Picture is in a state of forwardness, also that 
of Wilson’s of Pike Pool, Derbyshire. 


The following BOOKS 


Relative to Angling, and the Sports of the Field, may 
also be had. 
£.s8.a 


The Life of Izaak Walton, by Dr. Zouch, 
including Notices of his Contemporaries, 
highly embellished with 20 beautiful En- 
gravings, first aang on India vi ty 
superbly bound — - 3 

Ditto ditto, half-bound, Morocto, shine - 2 


Of the above only Twenty-four were taken off on Quarto 
Drawing Paper. 


Ditto ditto, printed in Octavo, boards - 018 0 
Ditto ditto, Royal Eighteens, boards - - 012 0 
The Octavo Life of Walton, to be had in 

elegant bindings, each. - - - 15 0 
Ditto, Royal Eighteens ” - 018 0 
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Books published by T. Gosden, London. 


Colonel Venable’s Treatise on Angling, demy 
8vo. with Engravings of Fish, &c. boards - 
Ditto, royal eighteens, boards. - - 
The Octavo Venable’s Angler, may also be had 
in various appropriate Bindings, elegant - 
The Royal Eighteens, ditto, ditto - - 
Captain Williamson’s Angler, 2nd edit. bds. - 
Whitney’s Pleasures of Angling, reprinted from 
the rare edition in the Harworth Collection, 
boards. - - 
Barker’s Art of Angling, ditto. - 
Barker’s Delight, ditto. - - - 
The Young Sportsman’s Instructor, Morocco - 
‘Two copies of ditta, printed on vellum (each) 
The Angler’s Progress, a Poem, by Boaz, de- 
veloping the Pleasure the Angler receives 
from the Dawn of the Propensity in Infancy, 
till the Period of his becoming a Complete 
Angler. Twelve Wood Cuts. - - - 
The Angler, 2 Poem, embellished with Wood 
Cuts of Artificial Flies, &c. &c. superbly and 
appropriately bound in Morocco, and printed 
on drawing paper, only 25 taken off - - 
The same, Twelves, ditto. - - 
Illustrations to Field Sports, containing Impres- 
sions of Game, &c. from silver buttons, large 
paper. - - - - - 
Ditto, on small paper. - - + 
Essay on Hunting, half-bound in Morocco - 
The Suffolk Sportsman, 12mo. in boards - 
Ditto, in superb binding. - - - 


Ditto half-bound, neatly gilt. - 
Treatise on Greyhounds, boards, 2nd edit. 
Ditto, superbly bound. - - 
Ditto, half-bound, neatly gilt. —- - 
Anecdotes of Horse Racing, boards. - 
Ditto, superbly bound. > * 
Ditto, half-bound, neatly gilt. = 
The Walton and Cotton Medal, struck in Silver, 
in morocco case. - - - 
Ditto, struck in Bronze, with morocco case - 
The Angler’s Snuff Box, containing the Head 
of Walton, in Bas-rclief. - - - 
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8 Books published by T. Gosden, London. 
£. 8. de 

Miniature Illustrations of various Fish, suitable 

for Pickering’s Edition of Walton’s Angler. 
Price, on India paper, - - - 0 
Ditto, for Tegg’s Edition, 2 volumes. - 0 
The Angler’s Buttons for a Fishing Jacket, 
struck in Bronze. The Meeting at Totten- 
ham Cross. ~ - - - 
The Sportsman’s Buttons, containing the fol- 
lowing Subjects, struck in Bas-relief:—The 
Fox, Fox-Hound, Stag, Hare, Partridge, 
Grouse, Pheasant,- Pointer, Setter, Grey- 
hound, Mallard, Woodcock, Head of a Fox, 
Brush, Scut, Hunting Horn, Powder Flask. 
The above in Silver, for Hunting Frocks - 4 
Ditto, struck in Metal, double Gilt « - 1 
Ditto, in Bronze, for Shooting Jacket. - 1 
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Various Engravings and Drawings are constantly on sale, 
suitable for illustrating Works on the various Sports of 
the Field. 


»*, An Engraving by Giller, from the original Picture 
by Bristow, of Windsor, of Jeffrey, the Earth Stopper 
tothe Berkley Hunt, will be ready in a few days. 
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